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A Wilayah
Beyond Ghadir

ﬁdurj"s)a:ulé U““’»‘

Ghadir is a name that all us Shiite are familiar with and standby
for. The day that Allah (SWT) decided to complete his religion and
reveal the final pillar of Islam. He summoned the prophet (SAW)
to definitively and formally announce what has been revealed to
him, and if not, it would be as if he had not fulfilled his prophecy.
A prophecy set in place by the almighty to cause stability within
humanity. A prophecy intended to lead every human towards Allah
(SWT). A necessary prophecy that came to being as Allah (SWT)
created his “Khalifa-fil-arz”, A prophecy that speaks of Wilayah.

To understand the reality of any subject it is beneficial to
look at it in various perspectives. In this manner, doubts or
misunderstandings of the subject would become minimal and
the subject would become presentable in the finest manner. To

begin, let us try to understand how subjects or objects maintain

their existence. 2 principles can be introduced when it comes to
maintaining or continuing the existence of any certain subject or
object. First, the principle of genesis or appearance and secondly
the principle of preservation. For anything to obtain existence it
must become. Genesis or appearance can be considered the starting
point for the existence of any place, object, or concept. Once
appeared, having a relative and probable existence, it is in need
of preservation. It must be continuously sought, practiced and or
thought of. Taking these Y into aspect, the Holy prophet (SAW)
introduced the concept of Islam in many ways. It was seen in his
actions, thoughts, speech as well as every other aspect of his noble
and humble life. The introduction of the Islamic system and theoria
was a task given only to the worthiest of mankind. However, to
preserve such an integrated system with our existence, the noblest
of all men appointed a successor. A successor none other than
Ali (AS). Ali was the gate to the city of knowledge, Ali was the
hand of God, Ali was Haroun in the absence of the prophet. All
his attributes signified the successorship of the prophet (SAW).
Successorship that contained the Wilayah of Allah.

In Arabic literature the word Wilayah has ¢ major meanings, all
of which are denotive of guardianship. Wilayah, obtains its form
from the root word Wala’ (;jg) which, means to have an inseparable,
direct and immediate connection. In a practical sense we see
various connections and interactions constantly. Parents, siblings,
friends and society, these connections occur in the presence of

other entities. However, what is it that differs these connections

with the ultimate connection of Allah (SWT)? An immediate,
inseparable and dependent relation which without, we cannot exist.
Such Wilayah, with Allah (SWT) being the superior comes from
our dependency upon him. In a similar manner, our dependency
on the ahl ul bait to show us the way towards the true wilayah
innately creates a connection (Wilayah) with them. It is upon us
to strengthen and enhance this Bond with the Ahl ul Bait for it to
continue and last.

Bringing the concept of wilayah into a micro level perspective,
we can see that the same wilayah or, in better words, a derivative
of the same wilayah, is seen amongst the brothers and sister of the
Islamic ummah. Between the momineen of the present society. It
is this level of wilayah that has the ability to affect the ultimate
connection and wilayah of which is God’s. It is narrated in Ahadith
that a companion once passed by Imam Sadiq a.s. and sent his
peace and blessings upon the grandson of the prophet, the Imam
in reply answered him but not in the same manner as he did the
day before, the companion quickly took notice and realized, he
asked the Imam out of respect, “what has changed in me that has
made you respond in this manner oh Imam!?” The Imam replied,
“your connection with the momineen has changed, consequently
changing the wilayah between you and I. This is the Wilayah
that many of us tend to undermine. It is the interactions and
connections between the momineen which stabilize the ultimate

wilayah of God. We skip the basics and aim for the complex. As if

someone tried to solve equations with out learning to count. This

person to person wilayah is what takes us closer and closer to Allah
(SWT) . Ultimately raising the level of wilayah that someone has.
As the Quran says: We indeed have created some superior to some,
and this superiority is not based off of color, race or wealth but,
based on nearness to Allah (SWT). We look at our friends, siblings
and youngsters as entities inferior to us, but we must keep in mind
that it is not shape, or size that signifies spiritual superiority and
wilayah, but in fact it is the pureness of the soul and taqwa which
raises the wilayah of some over us. Friends over friends, siblings
over siblings, youngsters over elders, and even possibly sons over
fathers.

We discussed the day of Ghadir and what God intended to
dignify. Wilayah was broken down into its root words and we
(SAW) various meanings emerge. We discussed that the majority of
meanings signified the concept of Guardianship. The relation of two
entities were discussed on a social level and then directed towards
the spiritual level. It was emphasized that to raise ones wilayah,
they must seek nearness to Allah (SWT). Lastly, we talked about
the fact that it is not physical properties that signify a higher level
of Wilayah, but in fact it is nearness to Allah that increases our

wilayah and ultimately makes us nearer to God.
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